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YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS THIS!

   S P R I N G 2 0 2 2

T H E

Our Bulldogs are ready to "spring" into the last part of our SCHOOL YEAR!



Happy Spring! It’s hard to believe that the 2021-2022 school year is coming to a
close! We have managed to do some incredible things here in the SMF Schools,
despite the many challenges we’ve faced this year. We are very excited to show
you some of the outstanding accomplishments of our students and staff, as well
as share some things you can look forward to in the months ahead. 

In this edition of the SMF Scoop, you will see that we have made extensive
progress with our community facilities planning committee and are ecstatic to
share with you some of the ideas they have in the coming weeks. Our students
have excelled in the classroom, in the arts, and on the athletic fields and have
so much to be proud of. Our teachers and staff are second to none and nobody
is better when it comes to being here for our students each and every day.
Take a look inside and see a very small snippet of what is going on in our
buildings as the weather breaks and our students and staff get out and make a
difference in our community!

Thank you for all of your continued support of our students, staff, and
community. You are what makes this such a special place to be.  

Sincerely, 
Tom Bratten

A Note From Superintendent Bratten

   S P R I N G 2 0 2 2



LET'S TALK TECH! 
Stow-Munroe Falls City School District continues to push the classroom boundaries in support of bridging the
homework and technology gap for families of our district. As part of this initiative, we believe that "a Chromebook in a
student's hands is worth more academically than a Chromebook locked away in storage." 

The 2022 school year started when each student, grades 1-12, was issued a Chromebook of their own. Students were
free to take the device home and make it part of their academic tool kit. Starting this summer, Chromebooks will be
sent home with the students, and they will keep them with them as they start their 2022-2023 school year. 

To help make this a success, the Tech Department extends its service offering to parents and students: 
For parents, through the LightSpeed filter, you can gain access to view your student's web browsing history and the
ability to turn the internet off during non-school hours. You can begin the process and sign up for this service here:
https://forms.gle/PWAcigKkLNYbp6Lo6.
*Please note that we can only allow email addresses registered to the student in FinalForms access to the web history
and internet control. 

For SMF students, the Technology Department will hold Summer Tech Days at the Lakeview Intermediate School
cafeteria on June 24th from 9 am to 4 pm, July 14th from 9 am to 4 pm, and August 5th from 1 pm to 7 pm. During
this time, the Technology Department will take a look and address any issues you may have with your Chromebook
and help you get it ready for the next school year. Additionally, Central Office located at 4350 Allen Road will be open
for any issues concerning Chromebooks from 9 am to 3 pm daily. You do not need to make an appointment, but you
may be asked to drop the machine off and pick it up later, as techs are not always physically there and may be in
buildings.

If your student withdraws from SMF Schools, please be sure to drop the Chromebook off at the Central Office during
regular business operation hours. If those hours do not work for you, please call the office, and arrangements will be
made. 

If you have any questions or concerns, don't hesitate to contact st_rbird@smfcsd.org. 

https://forms.gle/PWAcigKkLNYbp6Lo6
mailto:st_rbird@smfcsd.org


 
 

Mrs. Calaway's students on Team 511-512  had the
amazing opportunity to be student editors for
award-winning author, Shelley Pearsall's newest
manuscript! They read the first 75+ pages to offer
suggestions, and to help move the direction of the
ending of the story. 

Students wrote in a "reading journal" and will send a
letter to Shelley to explain their thoughts and ideas!  

 
 
 

INDIAN TRAIL GETS DRUM FIT

BEFORE BREAK!
The Friday before Indian Trail students headed out for Spring Break, they had what many of them were
described as “the BEST day ever!!” 
Students were joined by Kellie from Tyrannosaurus Flex Fitness as they drummed their way to a great
exercise program. Students loved following along with new patterns and rhythms so much that they
forgot that they were getting in a great workout. 
Special thanks to Kellie from Tyrannosaurus Flex Fitness - our students were bouncing out the door and
hope to do it again soon.

L A K E V I E W  C L A S S  H E L P S
A W A R D - W I N N I N G  A U T H O R
W I T H  N O V E L



Rebuild some of the elementary schools, so they have more space for cafeterias,
music, gym and so students do not have to sit on the floor for some of their classes;
Build new schools with bigger classrooms and eliminate the need to hold classes in
trailers because of overcrowding;
Replace the buildings that would cost more to repair than they would be to rebuild;
Consolidate some of the elementary schools that are close to other ones, in order to
operate more efficiently and reduce costs; and
Replace the intermediate and middle school buildings with a single new building
that would be located at the site of the existing Kimpton Middle School.

For over two years, our school district has worked with the community to come up with
a plan to address our aging school buildings. We are pleased to report that we’ve
made great progress on finalizing a master facilities plan.

The feedback of the community is very important to us. In January, the district
conducted a survey of the community to gather information and opinions of the
master facilities plan. This survey research data was gathered through a combination
of live telephone interviews and secure SMS/text-to-web surveys conducted with 300
adults 18 years of age or older residing in the District. The overall estimated margin of
sampling error is +/- 5.65 percent.

The results revealed that a large majority of the respondents are supportive of
renovating, repairing and rebuilding the district’s facilities. Specifically, respondents
supported the following as part of a master facilities plan:

This data will be used to help refine and finalize the master facilities plan. As this
important work continues, please know that any result from these efforts will be the
community’s plan. We look forward to your participation in the future as we finalize this
plan, which will impact our schools and community for generations to come.

FACILITIES PLANNING UPDATE



SMFHS DID IT!  200LBS OF BOTTLE CAPS LATER!

Throughout the school year, students, teachers, parents, and staff at SMFHS have been

collecting plastic bottle caps to recycle into a bench for the new and improved Atrium.

Plastics R Unique, a company in Wadsworth, converts plastic caps into various furniture

pieces, each requiring specific poundage. Our chosen bench design required 200 pounds of

caps…a huge endeavor!

With the help of the school community, this became a reality, as plastic cap donations were

brought in by so many. Students in the Art Teammates class sorted the caps according to

specific guidelines and weighed them weekly. They kept a written record of our accumulated

poundage visible in the art room, and when they reached their goal of 200lbs, the caps were

delivered to Plastics R Unique. 

 

The entire school community will

benefit from this bench and

students have ownership of this

project as they have been part of

the entire process from start to

finish. Our bench is currently in

production and should be available

for pickup within the next few

weeks!

SENIOR SURVIVOR RETURNS! 

Teams of two graduating seniors competed to raise the most money for charity in an annual Senior

Year Tradition @ SMFHS. The Senior Survivor Week ran from March 23-March 25. During this week,

teams found creative ways to earn donations from students and staff by selling items that will go

towards their charity of choice. Senior Survivors that participated arrived at 7:30 AM each day and

sold their items throughout the day, when not in class. After school, there were competitions for the

teams to participate in following with the teams spending the night at the school. The team with the

highest donation total at the end of the competition won!



COMPASSION, INTEGRITY &
RESPONSIBILITY, OH MY!

Riverview students are in LOVE with the
program provided by the Humane Society of
Summit County. This program is offered for
free to all 3-5 grade students in Summit
County, and it's called "No More Bullying!"
The program does not focus on bullying, but
rather core values to prevent bullying before it
begins. The core values include: responsibility,
being compassionate and humane, self-
control, and integrity. 

By practicing these core values with people and animals, the
goal is that an individual develops positive and happy feelings
inside, which leads to greater feelings of self-respect! One of
the highlights of the program is Casi, the therapy dog. The
kids love her! It has been a great experience thus far, and
teachers and students are hopeful that they will continue to
join us each year! 

Adam Karson, Humane Society of Summit County program presenter  

Riverview students with Casi, the therapy dog



2022 GREATER
CLEVELAND COUNCIL
OF TEACHERS OF
MATHEMATICS
(GCCTM) TOURNAMENT

Promote enthusiasm for mathematics among
students Recognize students for their interest,
perseverance, and talent in mathematics  and
problem solving
Challenge students in an energizing and competitive
setting
Celebrate community-wide achievements of young
mathematicians.

The 39th annual problem-solving tournament invited 4th
and 5th graders this year on Saturday, February 26. The
6th, 7th, and 8th-grade tournaments were held on March
5. The purpose of the tournament is to: 

The students who participated practiced 6 days after school for one hour to prepare for the
tournament. This year we collaborated with our National Honor Society students from the high school.
These high schoolers dedicated their time to support the enthusiasm of these students. They attended
all practices and the Saturday morning event. Our 4th and 5th graders loved having this support!

On Saturday 2/26/2022, we had three 4th grade teams from Indian Trail compete at the GCCTM math
tournament. They did a great job working as teams and persevering through really difficult problems.
They walked away with trophies and ribbons! Team "The Time Traveler's" earned first place (Andy,
Colyton, Sheldan). Team "The Smarties" earned a blue ribbon and was second place (Jaclynn, Delaney,
Lola, Josey). "The Algebrats" took home a red ribbon (Toolie, Brynleigh, Annabelle, Mia).In 5th grade,
we had 34 Lakeview 5th graders compete, earning trophies and ribbons. Above all, they had fun! It was
a great mathy Saturday! 

This year’s 6th, 7th, and 8th grade tournament was hosted by Kimpton Middle School on March 5,
2022. Ten 6th grade teams participated from Lakeview and Kimpton had three teams each from 7th
and 8th grades participate in the GCCTM Middle School Math Contest.

Kimpton’s 7th-grade team, the “Algebros”, earned a first-place Champion medal, while the “Radiant
Rations” and “Ratio Rats” teams both earned Rising Star red ribbons.

The 8th-grade “Untitled” team earned a first-place Champion medal, the “We’re Odd” team earned a
blue Champion ribbon, and the “Mathematical Monkeys” earned the red Rising Star ribbon.



HIGHLAND
KINDERGARTNER'S

ART COMES TO
LIFE!

Highland kindergartners reached into their
deepest creative minds and illustrated an
animal or a monster from their wildest
imagination. Those drawings were then
given to the Life Skills class at
Kenmore/Garfield High School and their
students brought our kindergartner’s
creation to life! They cut, sewed, and added
details to each of these projects and many of
these high schoolers had never picked up a
needle or thread! This was SUCH a fun
project and all of the students involved did
an AMAZING job completing them! 



The Lil' Bulldogs in Miss Cathy's
preschool class have been welcoming
Spring by learning about animals that
live and grow in a pond habitat. They
have enjoyed going fishing in the boat
they made! 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG AT
LIL' BULLDOGS
PRESCHOOL!



APRIL 2022

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, April 14 Professional Development Day - No School for Students 
Friday, April 15 Good Friday - No School 
Monday, April 18 Conference Day - No School 
Friday, April 22 HS - All-School Musical (Senior Citizens Show) 9:30 am HS 
                                     All-School Musical 7:00 pm 
Saturday, April 23 HS - All-School Musical 7:00 pm 
Sunday, April 24 HS - All-School Musical 2:00 pm 
Monday, April 25 KP - Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm, KP Auditorium 
Thursday, April 28 HS - Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30-7:30 pm 

Thursday, May 5 HS - Orchestra Concert 7:00 pm 
Friday, May 6 HS - Student Council’s Princess Dance 7:00 pm 
Saturday, May 7 HS - American Celebration Concert 7:00 pm 
Monday, May 9 KP - Board of Education Work Session 6:00 pm
Wednesday, May 11 KP - Band Concert 7:30 pm 
Thursday, May 12 HS - Choir Concert 7:00 pm 
Saturday, May 14 HS - Grand March 4:30 pm HS
                                         Senior Prom 8:00 pm-11:pm 
Monday, May 16 HS - Band Concert 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, May 17 LV - Choir Concert 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 18 KP - Choir Concert 7:00 pm 
Thursday, May 19 LV - Orchestra Concert 7:00 pm 
Monday, May 23 HS - Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, May 24 LV - Band Concert 6:00 pm 
Thursday, May 26 Senior Commencement 7:00 pm, KSU MACC 
Monday, May 30 Memorial Day - No School 

Wednesday, June 1 Last Student Day 
Thursday, June 2 Last Teacher Day

JUNE 2022

MAY 2022



On April 30, 2022, Bulldog Bags, Inc., a non-profit organization that helps with food insecurity, will be
hosting the first annual Buses for Bags event at Stow-Munroe Falls High School. Teams of 10 will
compete to see who can pull a school bus the fastest and farthest. Teams will have the opportunity to
challenge another team in a head-to-head battle to see which team is the fastest. To sign up your
team, go to Sign Up Genius and search for fundraising@bulldogbags.org. All proceeds from the April
30th event will go directly to Bulldog Bags, Inc. While the event itself began as a bus pull, it has
expanded into what will be a fun community gathering. Local food vendors such as Rowdy Roasters,
Nothing Bundt  Cakes, Dairy Queen and Stow-Munroe Falls Booster Club will be at the event. There
will be activities for all ages who attend, from a character meet and greet thanks to Party People LLC,
and bouncy houses from Barker Family Entertainment. An onsite paint war tent will provide lots of
entertainment, thanks to The Family Room of Stow. Companies such as Thompson Electric and
Marhofer Auto Group have stepped up to help sponsor this event.

Bulldog Bags, Inc. is celebrating its sixth year of existence. Bulldog Bags, Inc. has been packing bags
every other week for children within the Stow-Munroe Falls City School District. The organization also
provides Bulldog Boxes, which have fresh, frozen, and non-perishable foods in family-size portions to
make ten meals/snacks. These are intended to help families stretch their budgets when the children
are home for all meals. This year Bulldog Bags, Inc. has expanded its services to the communities of
Stow and Munroe Falls. The bag program now serves not only children within the Stow-Munroe Falls
City School District but also the daycare centers within Stow. Bulldog Bags, Inc. has also rolled out a
pilot program that entails serving a box of food once a month for anyone within the Stow-Munroe
Falls City School District. The continuation of this program will depend on a variety of factors, from
overall demand to the sustainability of the program. 

It is the hope of Bulldog Bags, Inc. that the Buses for Bags event will become their annual flagship
event and will assist with raising funds for the services they provide. Sponsorship and booth options
are still available for this event. If interested, please email fundraising@bulldogbags.org. 

Sign up for your team today or come out on April 30th to cheer on your favorite Bulldogs!

Busses for Bags is Almost Here!



Our staff and students at Riverview
Elementary School have been
touched personally by the events
occurring in Ukraine and took
matters into their own hands as they
collected boxes of nonperishable
food items to send to Ukrainians in
need. They partnered with Pokrova
Ukrainian Church in Parma, Ohio,
and learned that they were collecting
goods from our local communities
and delivering them to the people of
Ukraine. Our Bulldog Family will
continue to collect items to send to
these families as often as possible. 

#BulldogsGiveBack

Bulldogs
supporting

families in Ukraine
 



Lakeview Intermediate and Dyanne Schoterman, district
English Language Learners (ELL) administrator, along with
district ELL teachers and counselors hosted our families of
district ELLs for an evening of fellowship, learning, and fun!

Special thanks to all of our families who attended and to all
our SMF NHS volunteers and to Lakeview Student Council and
K-kids volunteers for a wonderful evening!

Spring 2022 ELL Family Night



Engineering students at Stow-Munroe
Falls High School in Mr. Helmick’s Polymer
class are currently working on creating
new terrarium stands made from old
computer carts that are no longer being
used by the district. Over the past few
years, due to COVID-19, changes have
been made regarding technology in the
district and students now take their
computers home instead of keeping
them in carts.

The idea for these terrarium carts began a few years ago. Students from the Engineering class
of 2020 were given a project that required them to build a learning space on a budget. Their
teams brainstormed and came up with a few options. One of the original plans was to purchase
workbenches to use as terrarium stands, but after completing a cost analysis they learned that
transforming old computer carts would be the more efficient option. Instead of five
workbenches that would have cost them $1,750, repurposing the unused carts and building the
terrariums cost $700, saving their budget $1,050!

A terrarium is an enclosed glass box or container that is usually used to hold and grow plants.
Since the glass is usually enclosed, the water from the soil and the plants release vapor so that
the water gets recycled within the terrarium. Terrariums have many different purposes such as
decoration, scientific observation, or plant/animal propagation. 

These handmade terrarium carts are going to be put in the atrium, which is a soon-to-be new
addition to SMFHS. The different habitats and environments in the terrariums will be studied and
used to conduct experiments. The windows in the area are essential and will provide natural
lighting for the habitats.

The atrium is going to be located at the end of the lower east hallway, facing the baseball fields.
The plan is for the space to be available as a relaxing, enjoyable environment that is perfect for
studying, working on projects, or conducting experiments on the plants and habitats for class.
 

Engineering students bring the
Spring indoors!

Mackenzie Kubiak, student



The terrariums will primarily be used as
study habitats. Grow towers will also be
added and will be used to grow herbs and
spices that can be used for the culinary
student's recipes and meals. 
A grow tower can hold up to 27 plants in a
10 square ft. glass container. 

Engineering students had to find a way to
put the terrariums on a shelf so they would
not be pulled down and broken. 

This new atrium space is going to be a perfect new addition to the school. It is a great place for
students and staff to not only relax and unwind but also to have a comfortable space to
complete their work and learn new things about the plants and habitats in the terrariums.

They also had to find a way to lock up the terrariums
so the environments would not be tampered with or
disturbed. A key feature that was important to the
Engineering students was assuring that the stands
were ADA accessible. Students with special needs are
able to tend to the habitats and help assure the
plants in the grow tower are properly watered. 
Engineering students accomplished this task by
adding collapsible shelving to the side of the carts.
This allows easy access for wheelchairs and other
students unable to reach as high.

  Engineering students with the finished Terrarium Stands. From left front row: Andrew Kriska (SMFHS), Ricky Legg (TRHS), Logan
Watson (THS), Matt Keleman (SMFHS). From left back row: Max White (SMFHS),, Isaiah Ulrich (THS).

continued



A dozen Lakeview K-kids
leaders recently took part
in an evening Bulldog Bag
packing on March 16th!

 SMF Schools is so grateful
for the Bulldog Bags
program and a very special
thank you to Mr. & Mrs.
Washko and Mrs. Schmidt
who were the adult helpers
for the evening.

LEADING BY EXAMPLE
LEADING BY EXAMPLE

LEADING BY EXAMPLE

LAKEVIEW'S K-KIDS 

Please note: Students must be
five years old on or before
August 1, 2022. 

Parents can begin the process by
visiting www.smfschools.org. 

If you have questions regarding
the enrollment process, please
contact the Board of Education
Office at (330) 689-5445. 

We look forward to seeing you
soon!

KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN FOR
2022-2023 SCHOOL
YEAR



Hydroponic Garden Students from
Miss Wiebrecht and Mrs. Bonk's
classes at Lakeview work together
to plant lettuce in their hydroponic
farm.

They learned about how
hydroponic farms work. They will
be taking care of the farm by
changing out the water and adding
a food supplement to the water. 

At the end of the school year, they
will make a meal using the lettuce
they grow from their farm.

Hydroponics: The Gardens of the Future!

Get in on the end of the year fun! Send us your photos today! 
Text or email them to: photos@smfcsd.org



April is recognized as National Child Abuse
Prevention Month, and each year Summit
County Children Services takes the lead to raise
awareness of child abuse and neglect and
promote the safety and well-being of children in
Summit County.

Wednesday, April 13 the Bulldogs went blue as
they grabbed their blue attire and joined the
movement supporting Child Abuse Prevention
Month.

Reflecting the district’s continuous commitment to high-quality music education, the Stow-Munroe
Falls City Schools have been honored with the prestigious Best Communities for Music Education
designation for 2022. Conferred by the National Association of Music Merchants Foundation, the Best
Communities designation is awarded to school districts that demonstrate outstanding achievement in
efforts to provide music access and education to all students.

To qualify, the Stow-Munroe Falls Schools
provided detailed information about
commitment to standards, funding,
graduation requirements, music class
participation, music instructional time,
facilities, support for the music program
and community music-making programs.
The NAMM Foundation’s reviewers
assessed the quality of the district’s music
faculty and budgetary commitment to
music education, among other factors, and
the data submitted was analyzed
statistically and verified via a follow-up
audit by the Music Research Institute at
the University of Kansas.

Stow-Munroe Falls CSD named a 2022 Best
Community for Music Education! 

BULLDOGS GO BLUE!



A RACE FOR RAMEN AT WOODLAND!

It  was a race to the very end as Woodland students and staff
col lected Ramen Noodles to benefit Bul ldog Bags, Inc.   Woodland
students and famil ies exceeded al l  expectations by donating a
total of 6,970 packs of Ramen Noodles!  Parents were arriving
with truckloads and wagons ful l  of Ramen unti l  the very last
minute in Mrs.  Duncan, Mrs.  Pockl,  and Mrs.  Cardarell i 's
classrooms in the primary hallway.   Al l  three of these classes
donated 1000+ packs of Ramen each!  Our winning classrooms
wil l  be receiving donuts from StowNut Donuts and Diner this
week; those classes are Mrs.  Marquette's class won in the
intermediate hallway and Mrs.  Duncan and Mrs.  Cardarell i  t ied
in the primary hallway.  
Woodland wants to say thank you on behalf of their  students
and famil ies to Bul ldog Bags, Inc for al l  of their  hard work
providing weekend meals to our students who need them!





BULLDOGS HAVE HEART 
...AND HOOPS!
On Friday, March 25, students
of SMFHS paid $5 to play in
the Hoops for Heart
Basketball Tournament.
Students competed in three
different levels of play: High
School, College, or
Professional and the winning
teams competed against a
Staff All-Star Team! Overall
Student Council was able to
donate over $900 to the
American Heart Association! 

 
 
 
 
 

Dan Mosher started a video production company thirty years ago while he was a senior at Stow-
Munroe Falls High School. To celebrate three decades in business he decided to donate video gear to
the media program he was a part of at SMFHS and which he credits for getting him involved in the
business. 
This year, SMFHS Broadcast Media students have managed to successfully build an engaging
YouTube channel by creating content that is both informative and entertaining. Throughout the school
year, students have learned how to operate cameras and other equipment, formulate stories,
interview, and edit videos. The Bulldog Brief on Youtube contains all of their work from this year!  

MOSHER MEDIA EQUIPS BROADCAST MEDIA
STUDENTS WITH ALL NEW GEAR!

THANK YOU, DAN!



Our very own SMFHS Marching Band spent their spring break in the sunshine
state visiting Mickey and all of his friends in Walt Disney World! The Best
Band in the Land hit Main Street, USA with 198 Bulldogs to share their
talents with the thousands of visitors to the Magic Kingdom. Students also
took part in a music workshop where they played music from the
soundtrack of Disney movies, including playing the last song from Frozen
while the movie was playing live.

Kimpton Middle School
celebrated its 50th birthday on
Friday, February 25th. The
celebration was complete with
years of memorabilia, videos,
and music performed by our
Kimpton and Stow-Munroe Falls
High School choirs, orchestra,
and bands. Happy Birthday,
Kimpton! Here is to many more!

Kimpton Celebrates 50th Birthday!

 

Bulldogs Take Over The 
Happiest Place on Earth!

 

SMF BULLDOGS

STOW, OHIO


